
“Rising Up to Forgiveness”
Genesis 50:15-21

Big Idea: True forgiveness is grounded in faith in the one true God.

Two REALITIES for those in need of forgiveness:
Unspoken forgiveness often leads to shaky assurance for the forgiven (15).

In Genesis 45:5, when Joseph first revealed his true identity to his brothers, he told them 
not to be worried or to be angry with themselves. Even then, Joseph pointed to his faith in God’s 
providence in his life. However, Joseph never came out and directly said, “I forgive you.” It 
should have been clear from his words and from his actions that Joseph had forgiven his 
brothers, but apparently it wasn’t. Because Joseph’s forgiveness was implied and not explicitly 
spoken, his brothers eventually found themselves dealing with shaky assurance on whether or 
not Joseph had really forgiven them. When their father was gone, the brothers wondered if 
Joseph was now going to finally take his revenge on them for what they had done to him. Even 
if Joseph had clearly spoken forgiveness into their lives, Joseph’s brothers still may have 
struggled with these concerns, but the reality is that unspoken forgiveness led to a shaky 
assurance of forgiveness in their lives. Today, this reality remains the same.
1. Have you ever experienced shaky assurance of forgiveness? How, and why?
2. Have you ever held back spoken forgiveness? What did it do to the other person? To you?

Blankets of protection can keep us from asking for the forgiveness we need (15-18).
For Joseph’s brothers, they apparently saw Jacob their father as a blanket of protection 

between them and Joseph. As long as their father was alive, they assumed that Joseph won’t 
do anything to them because of how any actions against them would negatively affect their 
father. However, once Joseph’s father had died, Joseph’s brothers no longer had a blanket of 
protection to temper and to control any possible revenge from Joseph. They were exposed and 
vulnerable. Their concerns about the reality of Joseph’s forgiveness emerged, and they finally 
got everything on the table and did what they should have done a long-time ago: They asked 
Joseph for forgiveness (Gen. 50:17). Today, blankets of protection still keep many of us from 
saying the magic words “please forgive me.” Blankets of protection come in many shapes and 
sizes. As a parent or a boss, we might assume that there’s a blanket of protection in the 
authority of our relationship with the person we’ve wronged. Maybe that blanket of protection is 
money and status, assuming that the person can’t do anything to us because we have too many 
resources or because we’re too protected by our status. Maybe that blanket of protection is 
geography, assuming that we don’t need to deal with the problem because of the distance 
between us and the person that we need forgiveness from. We need to throw off these blankets!
1. Have you ever waited to ask for forgiveness, trusting in some blanket of protection? Discuss.
2. What’s wrong with blankets of protection? Do you have one that you’re covering up with 

now?



Three FACTS about true forgiveness:
True forgiveness is grounded in faith that God will make all things right in the end (19)

With tears in his eyes, Joseph repeated similar words of encouragement that revealed 
the reality of forgiveness in his heart. Assuring his brothers of his forgiveness, he called on them 
to not be afraid. How, and why? Because Joseph trusted that God was the one who would make 
all things right in the end. While Joseph was in a position in Egypt to execute judgment and 
justice under the authority of the Egyptian government, his brothers had committed the crime 
against him years ago, outside of the jurisdiction of Egypt. Any action that Joseph took would 
have been an act of individual retaliation and judgment, and Joseph understood that God was 
ultimately the one who would judge sin and would execute justice in a perfect and lasting way in 
the world. Joseph trusted that God would make all things right in the end, and because of his 
faith in God, Joseph was able to forgive. True forgiveness is still grounded in faith that God will 
make all things right in the end. It’s not our place as individuals to take God’s place in making all 
things right. It’s through faith in this fact that we can forgive those who have wronged us even 
when justice in this life has appeared to fail.
1. What are some passages about the truth that God will make all things right? Do you agree?
2. How should faith in this fact impact forgiveness in our lives? How do you struggle with this?

True forgiveness is grounded in faith that God works all things for good for those who 
put their faith in Him (20)

In addition to trusting that God is the one who will make all things right in the end, 
Joseph also knew that God had used everything in his life for the good of not only himself but 
also the lives of countless others. Joseph knew that God had accomplished good even through 
the evil things that happened to him in his life. Faith in God’s providence in his life radically 
changed Joseph’s perspective of life. Faith in God’s goodness in his life, through all the 
situations that he had encountered in life, radically affected Joseph’s perspective on forgiveness 
in life. Ultimately, because Joseph had faith that God was in control of his life and that God was 
able to use all things for good in his life, Joseph was able to give forgiveness to his brothers. 
God’s promise for those who love Him and are called according to His purposes is still the same 
today (Romans 8:28)! God works all things together for good in the lives of those who put their 
faith in Him, and this truth is an incredibly important foundation for forgiveness, knowing that 
regardless of what someone else does to you, God has the power to use it for good in and 
through your life. What an incredible fact about our good God!
1. Read Gen. 50:20 and Rom. 8:28. When is it easy to accept these verses? When is it hard?
2. Discuss how this fact about God should impact forgiveness in your life. How do you need to 

apply this in your life right now?

True forgiveness faithfully moves from words to actions that demonstrate that 
forgiveness is true (21)

Joseph moved beyond just words. Joseph didn’t just speak words that assured his 
brothers of forgiveness, but Joseph made the commitment to actions that would demonstrate 
that his forgiveness was true. It’s one thing to say, “I forgive you,” and then go on to have 
nothing to do with that person ever again. However, it’s quite another thing to say, “I forgive 
you,” and then to go on to care for, to comfort, and to love the person you forgave. Ultimately, 
Joseph’s words and actions demonstrated that his forgiveness was true. This hasn’t changed. 
True forgiveness still moves from words to actions that demonstrate that forgiveness is true.
1. What do you think about Joseph’s actions towards his brothers? Do you struggle with this 

part of forgiveness? In what ways do you need to act to demonstrate true forgiveness?
2. Pray for the resurrection power to help us all rise up to true forgiveness in our lives.


